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In the tradition of Get Shorty and The Player, Acclaimed Author 
ERIC DEZENHALL 

Brings Hollywood to the Jersey Shore  
In a Tale That Deconstructs How Icons Self-Destruct -- 

TURNPIKE FLAMEOUT 
pierces America's veil of celebrity and asks:  

When does fame become a crime? 
 

Praise for Dezenhall’s Novels 
“Dezenhall is the most mordantly funny writer not named Westlake, with an ear for the zinger, a lie detector that makes 

incemeat of politicians and spinmeisters, and the ability to plot like Machiavelli.” -- Kirkus Reviews Starred m
 
"Move over, Carl Hiaasen. Eric Dezenhall is the new king of the funky crime novel." -- The New Republic  

 
“Jackie Disaster is the best thing to come out of Atlantic City since saltwater taffy.”-- Kirkus starred review 

 
“Dezenhall’s superb eye and ear at times call to mind such masters of the journalistic novel as Tom Wolfe.”  
          -- Time on Money Wanders 
 
Think the Mafia is treacherous? It can’t beat Hollywood…  
 
When a private jet crashes in the New Jersey Pine Barrens on the Fourth of July, the search begins for faded 
rock and roller, Turnpike Bobby Chin.  The singer suspiciously survives and turns up wandering in the haunted 
woods.  Soon after, a celebrity sculptor vanishes after unveiling his unflattering statue of the star.  The cops say 
it’s homicide, and make plans to bust Turnpike Bobby. But hair-trigger Bobby isn’t the kind of guy who does 
time.  He’s the kind who gets away with murder. 

 
When the media circus begins, gangland-bred pollster Jonah Eastman is hired to devise a “P.A.S.” (Plausible 
Alternative Scenario) for the sculptor’s death.  A beautiful au pair vanishes from Atlantic City, and it’s all the 
media want to talk about – not Bobby.  Which ticks Bobby off because he hasn’t gotten this much attention 
since the Reagan Administration. As Jonah works to vindicate the former star, he enters the inner-sanctum of the 
celebrity icon, a world so seductive and lethal that he waxes nostalgic for his days working for the Mafia.   
 
In his new novel, TURNPIKE FLAMEOUT (St. Martin’s Press, January, 2006, $24.95), author, damage-
control guru and South Jersey native Eric Dezenhall (Money Wanders; Jackie Disaster; Shakedown Beach) 
opens the door to that inner-sanctum in a tale that goes behind the stage and screen to lay bare the self-
destruction of a celebrity, in an autopsy of Hollywood’s dark underbelly. 
 
Turnpike Bobby Chin, who got his start as a child sitcom actor, is a rock star who had a big moment in the early  
1980s, and now that moment’s gone.  Accused of murder, he brings together a “dream team” of lawyers and 
media manipulators to conjure up a “plausible alternative scenario” to get him off the hook.  The tactics used are 
unethical, shameful – and effective.  But that’s showbiz. 
 
From Mariah Carey’s breakdown on MTV, Courtney Love’s addictions and Tom Cruise’s bounce on Oprah’s 
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couch, the entertainment industry is filled with celebrities who have crashed and burned through reckless 
behavior and out-of-control antics. And when stars fall apart in front of a mass audience, we sit captivated – 
unable to turn away, despite our better judgment.  
 
As someone who has spent a career on the inside of celebrity and corporate meltdowns, Dezenhall knows his 
flameouts. “The celebrity begins to see himself as a star intrinsically, not as a performer or service provider, and 
his behavior is often colored by excess and a sense of invincibility and entitlement. Human behavior expands in 
the direction of what people can get away with.  Most of us have barriers and boundaries, constraints to keep us 
in line.  When a star has a dark impulse, not only are there no barriers to prevent him from acting on that 
impulse, but people will be lined up for blocks to provide him with the forbidden object.”   
 
One of the country’s most sought-after media and damage-control experts, Dezenhall knows spin from the 
inside and outside -- a former White House aide during the Reagan Administration, who is now the president of 
Washington, D.C.-based Dezenhall Resources, he regularly appears as a network television commentator on 
how the news media cover business, political and celebrity controversies.  
 
Set in the author’s native South Jersey, TURNPIKE FLAMEOUT is a black comic ride through the underbelly 
of mega-stardom and the spins employed by handlers to ensure that crime pays.  Quite well, actually. 
 
Advance Praise for TURNPIKE FLAMEOUT 
"With snortworthy humor, Eric Dezenhall takes you to a messy, sinister realm - the weird world of crisis-managing a 
retrograde pop idol who’s gone right off the edge. Finally — an irresistible mystery for people who hide their copy of Us 
Weekly inside a copy of Vanity Fair inside a copy of the Economist. Smart, bizarre, and oddly danceable." 
Hank Stuever, author of Off Ramp: Adventures and Heartache in the American Elsewhere 
 
"This is what's really going on while the rest of us are watching the spun-for-the-masses version of star meltdowns on 
Entertainment Tonight! A fast-paced trip behind the facade of celebrity persona into the rarely seen reality of what it 
means to be a fading star. The ultimate celebrity tantrum, totally outrageous and totally believable." 
Lisa Brandt, Celebrity Tantrums: The Official Dirt 
 
About the Author: 
Eric Dezenhall is the author of the critically-acclaimed novels, Money Wanders, Jackie Disaster, Shakedown 
Beach and the non-fiction book, Nail ‘Em!: Confronting High-Profile Attacks on Celebrities and Businesses.  
He is the President of Dezenhall Resources, one of the nation’s leading crisis management firms. 
 
For more information, please visit www.dezbooks.net. 
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